
Philippians Chapter 1:1-2    Treasures From the Book of Philippians 

 

Intro: I would like to read verse 3 “I thank my God upon every remembrance of you.” 

 Paul is thinking of; remembering the church at Philippi. Thus he writes to the church in Philippi. 

 
Ill: An older couple had trouble remembering common, day-to-day things. They both decided that they would 

write down requests the other had, and so try to avoid forgetting.  

One evening the wife asked if the husband would like anything.  

He replied, “Yes. I'd like a large ice-cream sundae with whipped cream and a cherry on top.”  

The wife started off for the kitchen and the husband shouted after her, “Aren't you going to write it down?”  

“Don't be silly;” she hollered back, “I'm going to fix it right now. I won't forget.” 

She was gone for quite some time. When she finally returned, she set down in front of him a large plate of hash 

browns, eggs, bacon, and a glass of orange juice.  

He took a look and said “I knew you should have written it down! You forgot the toast!” 

 

Memory allows us to remember love, joy and blessings. 

Yet memory can fail you. Disease and age can dilute memory. 

Here, Paul is reminiscing about his relationship with Christ and the church at Philippi. 

 

 

Philippians 1: [1] Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which 

are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons: 

 

 1. Servants 

 

 Paul does not call himself an “Apostle” as he has done many other times when writing. 

 He calls himself a “servant.”  
 Servant is the Greek word “doulos” which implies subjection, ownership, and loyalty. 

  
 According to Exodus 21:5-6; a slave was to be freed after 6 years of service but he could become a bond-servant. 

 The bond-servant would have an aul pierce his ear to show his willing service to his master. 
 Paul is the servant of Jesus Christ; not the church, nor the Roman government, though he is imprisoned by Rome. 

 

 Paul writes “Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ.” 

 Paul includes Timothy as a fellow servant of Jesus. 
 We have the old and the young, the bold and the timid, the educated and the unlearned, the Jew and the Gentile.  

 
 Paul was converted on the Damascus Road, in Acts 9. I am sure Paul was reminiscing about his salvation too. 

 Paul provides a brief description of himself in Philippians 3:4-9. 

 Paul had great credentials according to the flesh. 

 Paul was a zealous Jew and a Pharisee, but all these things were rubbish compared to Jesus. 

 “Paul”means “little.” Paul just wanted more of Jesus.  

 God used Paul to write 13 epistles in the New Testament and maybe the book of Hebrews too. 

 

 Timothy was considered Paul’s son in the faith. 

 When Paul visited Derbe and Lystra in the region of Galatia, he found Timothy. 

 Timothy was converted. Then Timothy traveled with Paul and was taught and trained by Paul. 

 Paul provides a brief description of Timothy in Philippians 2:19-23. 

 Paul says that Timothy was likeminded to Paul. 

 Paul was saying that Timothy’s heart beat with Paul’s heart because they have a kindred spirit. 

 In fact young Timothy was present when the church a Philippi begun. 

 

 



 Timothy did not co-author the book of Philippians, as Paul used first person singular.  

 It’s never “we” but “I” and “my”. Paul is certainly the author by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
 Timothy is recorded for acceptance as a companion, co-worker and available servant for Paul is imprisoned. 

 Paul wrote Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians and Philemon in his first Roman imprisonment; Phil 1:13.   

 

 

 2. Saints 

 

 Paul writes “to all the saints in Jesus Christ.” 

 There are only 2 groups, the saved and the unsaved, the “saints” and the “aints.” 

  

 The saints are the redeemed of all ages. They are the believers in Jesus Christ.  

 The word “saints” simply means set apart or separated from the world. 

  

 You cannot be a saint outside of Jesus. Thus all saints are “in Jesus Christ.” 
 Gal 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I 

 now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me 

  

 Paul writes to “all the saints in Jesus Christ which are at Philippi.” 

 The word “all” includes everyone. 

 Paul used the word “all” 26 times in the Book of Philippians.    

 He says Hello to all, 1:1. 

 He is praying for all, 1:4. 

 He thinks of all, 1:7a. 

 The church is all partakers of grace, 1:7b. 

 He longs for all, 1:8. 

 He rejoices with all, 2:17. 

 All the saints in Rome send love, 4:22   

 There is grace for all, 4:23. 

 Yet look at Phil. 4:2, Paul warns two men that have a broken relationship that is affecting the church. 

 ALL the ladies need to love one another and so do the men!   

 

  

 3. Setting 

 

 Paul writes “to all the saints in Jesus Christ which are at Philippi.” 

 No doubt Paul is reminiscing about the church and it’s beginnings at Philippi. 
 

 Philippi was a large commercial center of the ancient world. 

 All major roads went through Philippi. 
 

 Philippi was a strategic Roman colony. 

 Philippi was granted immunity from taxes and each citizen had full rights of Roman citizenship. 
 

 In Acts 16, Paul is on his second missionary journey with Silas. 

 In Derbe and Lystra, Paul found young Timothy. 

 After Timothy’s salvation, Paul took Timothy with him along this second missionary journey. 
 

 Travelling from the east, the group starts south toward Asia Minor but was forbidden by the Spirit, Acts 16:6. 

 Then the group goes north to Mysia and desire to go further north to Bithynia, but was forbidden, Acts 16:7. 

 Thus the travel west and come to Troas, Acts 16:8. 

 Troas was a port city and the group cannot go any further west. 



 It was here that God gave Paul a vision in the night. 

 Paul saw a man of Macedonia asking Paul to “Come over into Macedonia, and help us.” 

 The region of Macedonia had a great economy; there were many freedoms and luxuries. 

 Yet, none of those things brought peace! Paul had the message to help them, Jesus!  
 

 Notice, the text says immediately “we” endeavored to go into Macedonia. 

 Now the writer of Acts is Luke. Notice the pronouns have been “they” but in verse 9 it changed to “we.” 

 Luke has joined the group of Paul, Silas and Timothy. 

 God sent Luke to Paul! Luke was from Macedonia and God sent a guide to Paul. 

 In verse 11, they got on a ship and sailed to the island of Samothracia. 

 The next day the sailed to the port city of Neapolis and from thence they were led 10 miles to Philippi. 

 According to verse 13, on the Sabbath day the group went to the river to pray. 

 There was no synagogue in the great city of Philippi. 

 When they arrive at the river they meet a women praying. 

  

 According to verses 14-15, a woman of great influence named Lydia got saved and her household. 

 

 The next week, according to verses 16-24, Paul cast the unclean spirit out of a fortune telling girl. 

 Her owners were upset that their profits were now gone. 

 These men complain that their rights have been violated.  

 Paul and Silas were arrested, beaten and cast into the inner prison. 

 
 According to verses 25-34, with blood all over them, Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises in the prison.    

 God intervened and sent an earthquake. 

 The jailor got saved and his household. 

 The same jailor that beat Paul was now washing his stripes. 

 

 Thus with great power the church at Philippi began in Lydia’s house. 

 The church at Philippi was born out of joy!  

 

 Now several years have passed and Paul is imprisoned. 

 The church at Philippi was firmly established on the solid foundation of Jesus Christ. 

 Leadership is in place; there are bishop’s (Pastor’s) and deacons (helpers). 

 

 According to Philippians 4:10; the church learned of Paul’s imprisonment and sent gifts of love to Paul. 

 It was the pastor of the church at Philippi, Epaphroditus, which brought this gift.  

 The church has labored with Paul and loves him dearly. They have sent gifts to Paul before, 4:16. 

 Thus Paul is lead of the Spirit to write this letter back to the church. 

 

 

Philippians 1:[2] Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

4. Salutation  2 

 Paul writes “Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 This is a greeting to the church at Philippi. 

 A greeting of grace. 

 

 Praise God there is saving all sufficient grace. Grace is the gift of God! 

 Grace always supersedes peace. 

 You cannot know the peace of God until you first experience His grace. 

 
 Friend, Paul remembers the church at Philippi that he loves so dearly and he desires the best for God’s church.   


